
Jesus Encounters
Mary, the 1st Witness

Easter

John 20:1-18



John 20:1-18
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to 

the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone 
had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 

loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So 
Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going 
toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 



5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, 
but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following 

him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying 
there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, 
not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by 

itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they 
did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the 

dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.



11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she 
wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two 

angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, 
one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and 

saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 



15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said 
to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, 
“Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” 
(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to 
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene 

went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.



1. The Death of Hope
2. The Resurrection of Hope

3. The Life of Hope



In the past month…

How have you felt hopeless?
What have you lost?

What do you fear you will lose?

The Death of Hope



“They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we 
do not know where they 

have laid him.”

The Death of Hope

Murder

Hopelessness

Stolen



4 Both of them were running 
together, but the other 

disciple (John) outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first.

8b (John) saw and believed; 9
for as yet they did not 

understand the Scripture, that 
he must rise from the dead.

…but what if…?



11 But Mary stood weeping 
outside the tomb, and as 
she wept she stooped to 

look into the tomb
13 (The angels) said to her, 

“Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.”

But Mary…

Her Hope and
Healing were

in Jesus

Utter Devastation



14 Having said this, she 
turned around and saw 

Jesus standing, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus.

The resurrection of Hope

Death Defying
Expectation Shattering



15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? 

Whom are you seeking?”
The Inverter of 

Brokenness



15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? 

Whom are you seeking?”
The Inverter of 

Brokenness

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” Personal



Acts2:22-24
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 

man attested to you by God with mighty works and 
wonders and signs that God did through him in your 

midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered 
up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless 
men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 

because it was not possible for him to be held by it.



1 Peter 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
his great mercy, he has caused us to 

be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead…

The Life of Hope
“Because Jesus rose from the dead…”

We have
an Eternally 
Living Hope



17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling 
to me, for I have not yet ascended 

to the Father; but go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’”

“Because Jesus rose from the dead…”

We have
an Eternally 
Living Family



17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling 
to me, for I have not yet ascended 

to the Father; but go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’”

Because Jesus rose from the dead…

We have an 
Eternally Living 
Empowerment



Because Jesus rose from the dead…

Love Up
“Do not cling to me…”

Love Out
“Go to my brothers
and say to them…”



Luke 22:14-20
And when the hour came, he reclined at 
table, and the apostles with him. 15 And 

he said to them, “I have earnestly 
desired to eat this Passover with you 

before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not 
eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom 

of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when 
he had given thanks he said, “Take this, 
and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I 

tell you that from now on I will not 
drink of the fruit of the vine until the 

kingdom of God comes.”



19 And he took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave 

it to them, saying, “This is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise 
the cup after they had eaten, saying, 

“This cup that is poured out for you is 
the new covenant in my blood.


